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this * n^Amagnifico? had given her3 set with five splendid pilfered
emeralds. On 4 April she went to Deptford to visit his ship, the
Golden Hind, told him playfully that she had a gilded sword there
to strike off his head, and requested the French ambassador to
knight him. The ambassador secured a trophy on this occasion,
which he afterwards sent to Alencon to add to his collection - a
purple and gold garter of the Queen's, that had slipped down
and been picked up by him. She put it on again in his presence^
but later restored it to him as fair prize.

It was also in the year 1580 that the first Jesuit missioners
landed in England, to win back the people to the old faith. As
early as 15 68 one of the exiles had founded a seminary at Douai
in the Netherlands to meet the need for educating English
Catholic youth, the purpose of which gradually shaped itself as
a training college for secular priests. In 15 79 another college
was founded at Rome, passing under Jesuit management. Its
scholars were definitely pledged to return to England *for the
salvation of souls', and their education was carefully directed to
this missionary object. As the struggle with the English Gov-
ernment developed and it became evident that the fate which
awaited them was the terrible death of a traitor, they were
taught in their Spiritual Exercises to contemplate martyrdom
and live imaginatively through the humiliations and horrors of
arrest, trial, and execution, until death - yea, the traitor's death
'- had lost its sting, and they could woo it as the glorious way
to the martyr's crown. The best of these students were filled
with the purified spirit of the Counter-Reformation and fired by
a great cause to the point of self-oblivion, like the Protestant
martyrs in Mary's reign. St Philip of Neri was accustomed to
salute them in the streets with the words * Sakefeflores martjrum! *
and their college acquired the name of the Seminary of Martyrs.

From 1574 on, a steadily increasing stream of missionary
priests had flowed from the Douai seminary into England, the
coming of the Jesuits in 1580 being merely the broadening of
that stream. But the Jesuit Mission aroused extraordinary
alarm, partly owing to renewed belief in a Holy League against
England; partly because the missionaries came direct from the